“A person who has overcome”
Speech Contest Research Sheet

My speech is due on ____________________________.
My speech must be _____________________________ long when timed.
I can use note cards on my speech, but not ___  ____________  ___________.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The person I have chosen for my speech is 
_______________________________________________________
This person is
____ a nationally-known person
____ a family member or friend

Briefly summarize why you chose this person as the topic of your speech
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________



What challenges did this person face?  (Consider physical or mental limitations; or racial, gender, or cultural discrimination)
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

How were the problems overcome?  (Explain what the person did to prevail over their situation, and how other people helped or hindered the person’s progress.)
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Did the person achieve a significant goal?  (Consider what contribution the person made to society.)
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Write a memorable quote that shows or reveals a part of the person’s personality.  (Ideally this should have something to do with the challenges he/she overcame.)
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________


Are there any real-life stories that show this person’s persistent spirit?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

What words would best describe this person? (Use the graphic organizer below to generate ideas.  You can add to it as you need to.)












What are some facts about your person that you feel should be included in your speech?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

My introduction
(Take your most interesting fact, story, or quote and turn it into an attention-grabbing introduction.)
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

You must fill out a sheet for Internet sites that you use.  
The sheet is on my website and is titled “Resource Citing Sheet”.
You must use at least three sources.  
If they are all Internet sites,  you should have one of each of any of the following:
.com
.org
.gov
.edu
.net



